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National Community Tax Coalition

MISSION

NCTC is a national network dedicated to
strengthening economies, building communities
and improving lives through tax assistance and
asset building activities that produce financial
security, protect families and promote economic
justice. (adopted June 18, 2010)




The National Community Tax Coalition (NCTC) is a vast and
vibrant network of over 700 affiliate organization representing
the community tax preparation and asset building field.
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Elected/Appointed Officials?




Why Elected Officials?

|.  Champion for your campaign, community
and constituents

Il. Increase public exposure for your campaign
lll. Validates your efforts

I\VV. Partnership working for the same or similar
cause

V. Increase Resource & Funding Opportunities

VI.It takes a Village!



Elected Officials Contributions

» Press Conferences — Media Follows
= Qutreach — Get the message out !
*Marketing Materials

=Channel to pubic & private agencies
*Funding opportunities

*Promotion of Bank on Campaigns

=Support advocacy efforts



Elected Officials Involvement

= Chicago, IL — Mayor Richard M. Daley
= |[tta Bena, MS — Mayor Thelma Collins
=Ohio — U.S. Senator Sherrod Brown

sCaddo Parrish, LA Commissioner
Lindora Baker —District 6

*New Mexico - U.S. Senator Bingaman

sSan Francisco, CA — Jose Cisneros
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National Conference 2011
Chicago, IL
June 6-10, 2011
SAVE THE DATE!



Learn how to get your elected officials involved:

Lucy Mullany; Field Organizer
Email: Imullany@economicprogress.org
Phone: (312) 252-0280 ext. 270

Gregary Brown, Director Policy & Research
Email: gbrown@economicprogress.org
Phone: (312) 252-0280

Parent Organization:
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The Earned Income

Engaging Your
Elected Officials
in EITC Outreach

A GUIDE FOR ADVOCATES
AND COMMUNITY TAX
ASSISTANCE SITES
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Tax Credit and the
Volunteer Income Tax
Assistance Program

HOW ELECTED OFFICIALS CAN
GET INVOLVED IN OUTREACH




l—!

Connecting Advocates and Elected Officials
on EITC and VITA Program Outreach

Project Goals:

> To help advocates work together with their federal, state and local
elected officials in order to support and strengthen the EITC and
community VITA programs.

» To provide advocates and elected officials with advice on how to
easily and effectively get involved in EITC and VITA outreach,
including templates, examples and media tips.

» To make your jobs easier!




l—!

Advocates Toolkit

Engaging Your
Elected Officials
in EITC Outreach

A GUIDE FOR ADVOCATES
AND COMMUNITY TAX
ASSISTANCE SITES
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Chapter 1

A. Federal EITC Fact Sheet

ElTC B. State EITC Fact Sheet

BAC KGROUND C. Volunteer Income Tax

AND Assistance Fact Sheet

DOCUMENTS D.EITCQ&A

« About the Federal EITC

» About State EITCs

» About the Volunteer Income
Tax Assistance Program

« EITC Q&A




Advocates Ch. 1: Federal & State EITC Fact Sheets

ABOUT THE
FEDERAL EARNED INCOME TAX CREDIT
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Advocates Ch. 1: VITA Fact Sheet and EITCQ & A

ABOUT THE VOLUNTEER INCOME TAX EMCQ&A
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM Basic | !
1% Fa : 1
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Chapter 2

ENGAGING
YOUR ELECTED
OFFICIALS

o A Toolbox of Ideas

« Tips for Working with the Media

« EITC Template Sign-On Letter

« Sample State Postcard Campaign

« Sample Public Service Announcement Script

« Sample Site Visit Invitation Letter

« Press Conference and Site Visit: Sample Agenda
« Press Conference and Site Visit: Planning Timeline
« Template Media Advisory

o Template Press Release

« Next Steps

A. Toolbox of Ideas

B. Media Tips

C. Sign-On Letter

D. Postcard Campaign
E. PSA Script

F. Site Visit Invite Letter
G. Site Visit Agenda

H. Site Visit Timeline

I. Media Advisory

J. Press Release

K. Next Steps
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Advocates Ch. 2: Toolbox of Ideas and Media Tips

ENGAGING YOUR ELECTED OFFICIALS: TIPS FOR WORKING WITH THE MEDIA
A TOOLBOX OF IDEAS :




l—!

Advocates Ch. 2: Sign-on Letter & Postcard Campaign

SAMPLE STATE POSTCARD CAMPAIGN

Let your state legislator know!

EITC TEMPLATE SIGN-ON LETTER

| )
{ How wondd you spemd 33513

I West \ '

1 I ot
l ” 9
|
}

‘ T e

M " \ $151 sl )

JInchade the follow ing paragraph (f your seate bas 3 state EITC)
o R T Tt bl el TS s i o v v A State Earned Income
i it ndalhonBey ot frostugs ol Tax Credit Will...

@ Lot you keep mose of yous hand-carned salary

i e the followfng paragraph i your o' bave 2 atare FITC) ® Reduce the snount you owe in Male iNCoene taxes
11 e ¢ the federad EITC € Are n hex e EITA and posssbily gve you & canh refund
t he it t . Tastate EXTU as wx ® Help pay for childeare, transpairtaton, food, rent
K and other necossitios your family needs
Eapansions 1o the Fodoral TS
T L L e pum———

Sporaored by the West Vepina Aluncs o Sentainabls amiles
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Advocates Ch. 2: PSA Script & Site Visit Invite Letter

SAMPLE LETTER INVITING A MEMBER OF
CONGRESS TO A FREE TAX ASSISTANCE
SITE VISIT

(Mate)

SAMPLE PUBLIC SERVICE
ANNOUNCEMENT SCRIPT
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Advocates Ch. 2: Site Visit Agenda and Timeline

PRESS CONFERENCE AND SITE VISIT: PRESS CONFERENCE AND SITE VISIT:
SAMPLE EVENT AGENDA PLANNING TIMELINE
Klew
co iy s o e
! I 5B ;‘-.ln. Jeved Jial
i ipdate/develog !
5 Wirkte modia ad ip
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Advocates Ch. 2: Media Advisory and Press Release

TEMPLATE MEDIA ADVISORY: ANNOUNCING
A MEMBER OF CONGRESS' SITE VISIT

Maodia Advisory Contact
<. "hose Numiber, E sl

(Organization) to Open Free Tax Preparation Sites

WHAT: Froe Tax Asslstance Site Launch Pross ¢ ference a
WHEN: T
WHERE Locur
ATTENDEES: Mombers of Congre St tod OMTicaals, Key ¢
1 o) )
AL ! ¥
Sl } P I
hi
muake a b .
! " of gihb
I ha 7 i
w 1
N
! al

TEMPLATE PRESS RELEASE:
PRESS CONFERENCE/ EITC SITE VISIT

For Immodiate Release Contact
\ e, Phome A

(Organization Name) Launches Froe Tax Assistunce Sites
USs N | L ! A il

FINTOR'S NOTE: (Ingizal Fhotos of Evese available upon reguest )
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Chapter 3

A. EITC Receipts by State

ElTC B. EITC Receipts by

STATISTICS Congressional District

C. Community Volunteer
« EITC Receipt by State |nC0me TaX ASSiSta nce

o EITC Receipt by Congressional District

« Community Volunteer Income Tax
Assistance Results by State Resu Its by State
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Chapter 4

A. North Carolina

STATE B. Ohio
CASE STUDIES

C. lowa

« North Carolina
- Ohin

 Wishingson D. Washington
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Elected Officials Toolkit

The Earned Income
Tax Credit and the
Volunteer Income Tax
Assistance Program

HOW ELECTED OFFICIALS CAN
GET INVOLVED IN OUTREACH
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Using the Elected Officials Guide

> Distribute to elected officials as you’re meeting with them on the
Day of Action; talk through ideas on how they can get involved

> Fact Sheets and Data are the same as in the Advocates Guide

> Key Differences from the Advocates Toolkit:

Toolbox of ideas is geared toward elected officials’ needs

Provides a lengthy chapter of examples on what other officials have
done, including newsletter samples, press releases and media
coverage of site visits.
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A. Ideas for Elected Officials

Chapter 2

IDEAS FOR
ELECTED C. Op-Ed
OFFICIALS:

GETTING INVOLVED IN FREE D. Site Visit Media Advisory
TAX ASSISTANCE AND EITC
OUTREACH

o Ideas for Elected Officials

» Sample Newsletter Article and Website Ideas
o Template Op-Ed

o Template Media Advisory

« Template Press Release

« Talking Points F. Site Visit Talking Points

B. Newsletter and Website

E. Site Visit Press Release
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Officials Ch. 2: Toolbox of Ideas

IDEAS FOR ELECTED OFFICIALS:
GETTING INVOLVED IN FREE TAX ASSISTANCE
AND EITC OUTREACH

he
s

IDEAS FOR ELECTED OFFICIALS:
GETTING INVOLVED IN FREE TAX ASSISTANCE
AND EITC OUTREACH
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Officials Ch. 2: Newsletter/ Website/ Op-Eds

SAMPLE NEWSLETTER ARTICLE AND TEMPLATE OP-ED
WEBSITE IDEAS -

VITA Inforsation
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Officials Ch. 2: Press Release and Talking Points

TEMPLATE PRESS RELEASE FOR ELECTED
OFFICIAL'S SITE VISIT

FOR IMMEMATE RELEASE CONTACT
[Phae| [Narme. Nessher

| Elected Official] Highlights Benefits of Free Tax Preparation
Services for Low-Income Families

At ISire), [Ofhicaad) Recogmizes Locad Economic Impact from Earncd [acoese Tax (
[City) ~'W caMIT | | |
Ml fax!

E IS |
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I |Sie
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TALKING POINTS
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Chapter 3

HOW OTHERS
ARE GETTING
INVOLVED IN
EITC OUTREACH

EXAMPLES FROM ELECTED
OFFICIALS AND MEDIA
COVERAGE




Press Releases - Federal

HOW ELECTED OFFICIALS ARE GETTING
INVOLVED

Coagronman Leonard Boawell
Prow Releme, February 3, 2009

CONGRESSMAN BOSWELL ENCOURAGES ELIGIDLE CONSTITUENTIS TO
SEER EARNED INCOME TAN CREINT
z FITCCOULD BE A CRITICAL FINANCIAL NELF TO MANY FOWANY

For lnmodate Releme
Februsey 3, 2009

Waskingion, DC -« As we cater the tax seasony, €
d comititucnts in the Sod Congronsosal Distesct to
- Tax Coodt (EITC)
“Mazy fowass caperencod lomncul hardhbipn lant youe,™ sand Boawell “Poople may be clagle foe
EITC fee the Gon tinse and need 1o see 1 8 Gualify for Das crode ™
The mnowes of B EITC, the gonermne larpest tax beoefit program foe working (elbes sl
e vk, o determincd by carmed incumee ase) Casuly dire
For the 2008 tax your, the maurmam crodid o $4324 for » farredy with two of ssoee children, $2.017
for & lmtnly weds ooc chibd aad $438 foe a chllions txpayer

chnes Loonand Boowell todey = eacvuraging
d ot of they ate eligibie for e Easmod bacoase

U Cencrally, camad iscome and afjudtod groas tnoome et cach be fom than
o SX0685 (341,646 muriod Sling pently ) wih bwo o more gualidyug children
o S33.999 (536,995 mamod Shng jeordly ) wieth one qualifymg cheld;
o $12.590 ($EAX0 uenied 1

ponrly ) wid no gualifymg chiddren

“Lven i bever eoonians times, the TRS research indicates that oog (n fowr elgpbile socpayers Dils
viam EITC esch yoar™ added Boswell "For examgle. poople over age 64 usually arc mon chiphbie
Howover, If they aev ralsng » grandc il who movis contan roquiraments, Sey may by slgne for
Hres

Bowwoll addod, “Workon who do not Bave a ¢b
snawary that Sy could vl be chipbic for a ored

or who Jo nct Live with ther own chid owy v

Taspayors who qualify Sor BEITC shbould explory svailable froe Sn proparation serviees. Tae IRS
PEvides assatance 10 low-moome saxpayers w more than 400 1RS offices natoowide, inciuding Des
Moo The IRS alwo rec mnoenced that itx Taxpayer Amiscasce Contenry will be open on somee
Saturdays @ Fobruary 10 help tavpayens whe arc chigbie for the EXTC

“In those kand coonomic tioson, thix is & apsficast crodt which can paat moecy @ poople’s pecken,”
saedd Howweel|
For fustber infocnation, go © or call e Dex Mosses office a $15-568-081%

" ase

Congremman Richard Neal
F'ress Release, Febrwary 12, 2008

NEAL URGES ELIGIBLE TANPAYERS TO SE FREE ASSISTANCE
MANY WORKING FAMILIES STILL FLIGIBLE FOR TAX CREDIT

For Immediate Releme
Febeuary 12, 200%

I WASHINGTON - Congresianan Rickan! E. Neal today seped wiorking Gmilics i
western and contral Massachusetzs o determine whether they are eliginde for the Earmed
Iecome Tax Crodat (EITC). The EITC Is avarlable primanty for low-income working
Familics, bt houwseholihs caming s much as $39,000 may abo be cligible. Moee than 22
milhon saxpayers nationally recenved approximately $41.7 hillion i EITC m 2007, This
yeur, the muanamem coodil foe a famudy oF Iwo or more chaldeen s $4.716

“1 am domg everything | can 0 pet all workang Exmilies the tax cradits they Save carnod
I Believe the tree purpose of the EITC was 1o encourage Jow-income workers 1o reosain
sctive in the workforce. The IRS has estimated St aboat 20 of eligible families
natonally are still unawase that they qualify for the EITC. Ia my @amict aloes, theve 200
25 many as 10,000 families that shoedd be chaiming credits up 1o $4.000 per housebold.”™
saed Congressman Neal

Daring the 2007 Gling season, there were #0366 LITC retums m the 2nd Congressional
Doanct wesling $72375918. O that pemiber, 61% used 2 paid peepaser, and only 3%
used the free IRS taxpayer asssstance. Based on these sumbers, 25111 recipients bad 1o
pay lor Bapayer asnstance

“Unforsnately, this tax credit for working fammbes s very complex, which 1s why many
of the recmpicets had 10 pay a peofessional for adaance. § stecegly encoutige those who
are clipble, or who think they are clipdle, 1o seck out the free assistance offered locally,”
said Neal

The IRS offers regional Taspayer Assistance Centers $hat help people with filing their tax
returms, mclodeg claen fo the EITC. On Saunday, February 16, he IRS cotter will be
located in the Foderal Baddng, 1550 Mam Sireet. Sprangficld. The office will be open to
1he publec froes 8:30am to 12:30pm

Taxpayers interestod in determamang whether they are eligible for the TITC may also viast
the IRS website 81 www in.gos e, Those Laxpayers who do guakily can alwo wee the
wehsine 10 find other taxpayer assatance locations and wse the IRS Free File Program




Press Releases - State

Governor Jennlfer Granholm
Press Refease, Jamuary 31, 2008

JANUARY 31 IS NSATIONAL FARNED INCOME TAXCREDIT DAY
IN MICHIGAN
TAN CREDIT HELPS WORKING FAMILIES MOVE
TOWARD SELF-SUFFICIENCY

For leessodiate Release
January 3, 2ds

Gov. Jermifer M. Granbolm has peoclamed Jan. 31 as Eamad Income Tax Ceadit Dy »
Machigan

"The lomterval Revense Services estimales that more thas $100 mullion in Earned Income
Tax Credits pows unclameod by bow-income taspayers m Michigan.™ DHS Darector
bamael Ahmed sad. “The Eamed Income Tax Credit is o peoves astepoverty tool that
makes the difference for Mickigan's workmg families

“Governor Grasholm's peos lamation helps more people learn about s critical ssppot in
thar efforts 10 overcome poverty, pul 4 Sowe payment on & bome, take care of their
Carmilies, and becvase financially sebf re et ~

For the 2007 tax seaut - depending on a person’s income sad sumber of dependenty -
the federal FITC com reach & maximum of

o S4.716 for families weih two or more chiddeen,
o S2.X55 for families with one child
o SA28 for wapayens wiil so chakieen

Michigan enactod a state carned moome tas cradit in J006 that beoomes cffective dunng
the 2008 tax season. Under the agreement, woeking families are elgible 10 receive o
percentage of the federal EITC, starting with 10 porcont for 2008 and mcreanng 10 up %0
20 percent in 2009

Michigan’s Eamed Income Tax Credit Initiasive, saned in 2003, sputred developiment of
Volumeer Income Tax Assstance conters in 81 countes and belped speead information
on ICAN! clectronic filing services. Theee were 664,900 setursa filed through volunteer
sites i Machigae duning e 2006 tax sexson. Also 1o the 2006 Lax sexson, more Ban $1.2
billion i EITC returss were spproved by the IRS and the mverage Michigan refimd win
S1.931

&0

CITY OF BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS
Office of the Mayor
Themas M, Meaine
Press Release, Febemary |, 2008

MAYOR HELPS WORKING FAMILIES PUT “MONEY IN THEIR POCKETS™
Kicks OF EITC Campaign with Oypwning of 24 FREE Tax Prop Stes
Mayor Thomus M. Menino, joined by members of the Boston Earned Income Tax
Credis

ALITO) Coshoson and IRS Tax Specialiat Don DA Kicked off ancther tax season foduy
Mersno sonouncod that the Bowsoe EITC Campaige has opened 24 froe Lay prepasation
sites (visit www bosoataxhelp org for a hist of sses) throughout the City to assiss
Tonidents in (g thewr taxes and claiming the EITC. Addtonally, Boston Pubbc Health
Comissioner Barhara Ferrer provadad important infonmation (that e payers may oced
10 meet the new state law reguiring people (o prove they bave health smsurance. The
Boston EITC Coslitnon s dodicated 10 ransing moee awaneness of tha msportast cash
benelit for working poople. The coalition in Boston is recograzed as a national leader in
offenng free tax prop sites for gealified EITC rociprents and increaung the sumber of
Tmelies accessing the EITC. When residents take advantage of the foderal and state
EITC, it brmgs significant benefits o the local economy a8 many EBimulies use that mosey
10 pay bills, Buy groceries, oF start a savisgs sccount. “Whee workiog famibes do oot
clasm the EITC, which they have worked baed for snd are entithed 10, money s kst to the
entife commeunity that could po towards job creation xad hoosting the ecosotmic activity
of the whole oty.” Mayor Menmo sand. “Last year, our free tas peep sies retumead almost
SIS mallion w federal and state refunds 10 anulies across the ity Ultssasely @e EITC
benelies all Boston neighborhoods and eesults in greater economie opporunity ™ Mayor
Menino also seped employers o inform thewr workers abost the underutilized tax credst
“The Dest way 10 get this mosey 0 the haeds of the people who carsad it is by getieg
the word out.” the Mayor ssed According to national estimates, approximately S5 mallion
went unclamad Lot year in Bostlon

EITC Eligibiliey

The EITC 15 a fodera) and state tax creda available w many fowdo-modente income
working fanibies and individaals. Eliphie residents can gualify for sp to $5,000 in
foderal and state money, dul muny people are utaware of the EITC and therefore doat
apply foe it. Last year the Campaign retsurned $15 milhon total tax delfars and served
9,000 Boston famibies. Theosgh the deect efforts of the EITC Campaagn, the dollan
retarnad o hardworking Gamilies has increased S5 millon over the last two years, The
ramber of Bouscholds clammeng the crodit han mcressed by over 34, yet there wre stlll




Media Coverage
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Tampa Bay Heach Beacon
Tuesday, February 17, 2009

BEACHES CHAMBER OFFERS FREE TAX HELP
THE SESSIONS ARE HELD THURSDAYS AT THE CHAMBER OFFICE IN ST,
PETE BEACH

BY BOB MCCLURE
TAMPA BAY BEACH BEACON

ST.PLETE BEACH - Lower and maddie income residens have a new, free opaa
svaelable for gottng their income tax retums completed thin voar

The Tanps Bay Beaches Chamber of Commerce has leamed up with the Wealts
Buikbieg Coaliion of Pinellas County 10 offer (fee mCome LAy prepasation senvice for
those carmimg $42.000 or less a8 pant of an effort 1o make smgle parents aware of the
benefins of e carmed income credit

The froe sessions se Thursdays fom 10 a.m w | pm, 31 the chamber office, 6990 Gulf
Bivd. S Peve Beach

“The povermmsent commutice wanied 10 deieg this forwand 1o offer our chamber messbers,
such as the hotels on e boaches,” said Doreen Moore, chairwoman of the TRICC
povernment comumiiioe. “So many of our employoes are sesgle parents and they "re s0
intent on gettag their money back as quickly as possible that they do their taves at one of
Ihose places that Joans meney foe mtetest rales 2o high as 300 percent. And a 1ot of them
are not kg advantage of the eamed income crodie

The Larnad Income Tax Creda, or the EITC, s a reflundable federal income 1ax creda for
low o moderate income workiog m&viduals and Gmilios. When the EITC excoods the
senoust of tanes owed, M eesults i & tax refand 10 1Bose who ¢las and gualify for the
credit

To qualify, taspayers must moet cortam requeements aod flle a tax returs, even if they
did Bot caen enough money 10 he ohlggated 1 file & tay retem.

According 1o the Internal Revenue Service, the EITC has no effect on certain welfare
benefing. In most cases. EITC paymicats will pot be wsed 0 determene cliginlny oo
Medicasd, Supplomental Security Income, food stamps, low-income housing or most
Temponary Assistasce for Needy Families payments

The Boston Globe

The Boston Globe
February 12, 2008

CREDITWHERE IT'S DUE

ONE OF the must powerful povernment programs o help fight poverty among kow-
wage worker is the carnad imcome Las credit. Those who clasm the credit stand %o
keep thowands more of the dollars they eam. That's a eremcadoss booe, especially
now when the economy is weak. Bt this saderused tax policy needs more pablicsy
~ which the Caty of Boslon s rymg 10 peovide.

Last yeae, oo Roadury mother of three recenvad $8.000 by apalyig retroactively
for several years of the tax crode. according to officials s ABCD, the local
mtipoverty ageecy. Alogether, Boston’s tax filen claimed $71 milion through the
EITC in 2006, gething an avernge of $1,700 each, according o the Intemal Revetue
Service

The beauty of EXTC 15 that it's & tax credit ~ pot a rebate - 30 it cam oviem pet meoney ™
the pockets of people 00 Pooe 30 owe any ncome Laves. 10y o policy that sewards
work, helps faomnlies, and stimulates the ecoromy

The cumber of claims in Massachusetts & incressmg. Stll, many who could benefi
don't know about e TITC

“When working famihies do not claim the EITC, which they bave worked hard for

aed are entitied w, moncy 1 kal 10 1he entire community tha couk! po wowarnd job

oreation sad boosting the economic activity of the whale city,” Mayor Menino sasd
=2 sltemend

Nationally, some 20 to 25 percent of cliphle taaguverns (@il %0 claim the credit,

acconding 1o [RS estimates.

Even masy who do (e for the cradit end wp losing moacy becaunse they pary 10 have
thew 1aves prepared. acoceding 10 the monpeolic Brookings Insatetion, a thiek taak in
Winkingicn

Beookings says that of the 70 percont who paid tax peeparens in 2004, 3 thind got
dicey “refund Joans™ from companies that adviesce filers the amosst of thew refunds
but charge high fees

Mayor Menmo, the IRS, and local ongamizations have set up 15 tax prepanation sites
fo¢ poople who are clipile for the EITC. It's feee help filling out 1ax fomms and filing
clectromically
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To download copies of the toolkits:

http://www.thehatchergroup.com/eitcoutreach.html

To request additional copies:

laura@thehatchergroup.com



http://www.thehatchergroup.com/eitcoutreach.html
mailto:laura@thehatchergroup.com

Data-Driven Stories for Use
with Elected Officials

Steve Holt
HoltSolutions | Aspen Institute | Annie E. Casey Foundation

Georgia EITC/Asset-Building Statewide Coalition Meeting
Savannah, GA
June 29, 2010



Motivations for Elected Officials

1 Assisting constituents

1 Accessing federal dollars

1 Protecting constituents

1 Strengthening the economy

1Investing for a good return



Assisting Constituents —
Impact of Taxes & Tax Credits

Translate tax law into family-based examples

For example, single parent working at
minimum wage & raising 2 children in 2010
— Show taxes paid & credits received
— Highlight differences in federal & state policy

— Demonstrate net effects
1 Total household resources
1Hourly wage equivalent



EARNINGS @ $7.25/ hr

(full-time, full-year)

Federal Payroll Taxes

Federal Income Tax ($0)
Georgia Income Tax ($61.)
Federal Making Work Pay Credit $4.00
Federal Earned Income Tax Credit $5,036
Federal Child Tax Credit $1.,61.2
Georgia Low Income Credit $15

ATIER-TAX INCOME

HOURLY RATE EQUIVALENT:

$10.15




Assisting Constituents —
Asset Development

Assetplatform.org

Suite of tools coalitions can use to build
family economic security

— Budgeting

— Savings

— Debt

— Credit scores

— Insurance / safety net



Accessing Federal Dollars —
Unclaimed Tax Credits

1 “Money left on the table”

1 But participation rates practically
Impossible to calculate

1 Alternative approach:
— Set % targets for increasing EITC filers

— Estimate additional $s to community
1 Amounts tied to existing claims
1Assume new claimants at 50% of existing average



Setting targets for additional filers —
comparisons to benchmarks

Low-Income Filers & EITC Filers (TY 2007)
75%

NATION  Georgia  Bibb Co. Columbus 12th Cong
Dist

B AGI < $30,000 B % w/ EITC




Calculating estimated value of
additional EITC claims

Baseline
# of Filers

Georgia
(Statewide) 909,882

Bibb

County 20,565
Columbus 26,571
12th Cong

District 87,833

Baseline
Avg EITC
Payment

$2,172

$2,418

$2,389

$2,307

Increase
Target

10%

5%

5%

7% %

NEY
Filers

90,988

1,028

1,329

6,588

New
Payments

$98,812,968

$1,242,852

$1,587,491

$7,599,258



Protecting Constituents —
Reducing Tax Season Costs

$187 for return preparation & filing
Impact Alabama study: $405!

$65 - $115 for RAL itself (w/ typical EITC refund)

$40 for add-on fees, such as same-day service,
document processing, paper check, check cashing

More information:
http://www.consumerlaw.org/issues/refund_anticipation/

content/2010 RAL_ Report.pdf



Refund Anticipation Loans —
Showing The Local Impact

o 9/ of EITC Filers Using RALs

40%
30%
20% -
10% -
0% - | | | |

NATION Georgia Bibb Co. Columbus 12th Cong
Dist




Strengthening the Economy —
Activity & Tax Revenues

1 Economic activity (multiplier) calculations
— San Antonio ($1.58 per $1 EITC claimed)
— Nashville ($1.07)
— California ($1.11)

1 Tax collections (local and/or state)
— San Antonio ($2 per $1,000 EITC claimed)
— Baltimore ($4.58)
— Nashville ($24.74)
— California ($78.88)



Investing for a Good Return —
Nashville example (2005)

1 Recelved local (city/county) funding by
illustrating:
— Mid-season progress

INumber of returns
1EITC refund dollars collected

— Substantial iImprovement over the previous
year

— Relative benefit over cost
1Subsequent sales tax revenue



Data Resources

1 Tax agencies (IRS, GA Dept. of Revenue)
i hitp://www.assetplatform.org

1 Census Bureau
(http://factfinder.census.gov)

1 Brookings EITC website
(http://www.brookings.edu/projects/EITC.aspx)

1 California economic impact study
(http://newamerica.net)

1 Tax sites (tax & survey data)
1 TaxWise
1NTA Application




Data-Driven Stories for Use with
Elected Officials

Contact information:

Steve Holt

HoltSolutions

4545 Connecticut Ave. NW, #1011
Washington, DC 20008

(202) 758-3937
holtsolutions@earthlink.net
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