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Background

• Instructions had been unchanged for ~15 years

• Legacy system (TANF Data Reporting System or TDRS, ~25 years old) limited our ability to 

provide real-time, timely feedback on quality of data

• Confusion from states, territories, and tribes on status and quality of their data submissions

• Significant data cleaning, cross-checking, manual intervention, and time spent behind the 

scenes

3



Goals for revision
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• Eliminate unnecessary data elements and clarify confusing instructions

• Minimize burden and cost to states

• Be transparent and proactive with guidance

• Leverage new platform for feedback with TANF Data Portal 

• Incorporate emerging best practices around inclusivity



Timeline

Revision 

(2019-2023)

Consulted internally with data, 
policy, and regional staff

Public comment 
(2023)

Incorporated state feedback from 
Federal Register Notice/ 
Paperwork Reduction Act process

We are 

here

Transition (FY 2024)

States are not required or expected to make 
changes before FY24 Q3 (August 14, 2024 data 
submission)

TANF Data Portal offers new feedback

Adoption

(FY 2025 and beyond)

Refine data validation 

Focus on data quality, continued 
technical assistance 
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TANF Data Portal
https://tanfdata.acf.hhs.gov/

▪ The primary method of submission starting now!

▪ User research to improve feedback/error reports to be more meaningful, understandable, accessible 
(in Microsoft Excel)

▪ Edit codes being replaced by in-app error descriptions and item numbers tied to data submissions

▪ Opportunity for faster, more helpful feedback

▪ Transition period (FY 2024)

• States will continue to receive TDRS transmission reports until switch over 

• All data that can be processed will be accepted by TDP during transition

• TDP validation reflects updated coding instructions but allows legacy values (with errors)
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Changes



Overview of Changes

Substantive Change

▪ Significantly changes meaning 

or coding options of an item.

▪ For example, combining two 

codes or eliminating one code.

Non-Substantive/Clarifying

▪ Re-wording or simplifying 

language used in guidance or 

instructions.

▪ Does not change meaning of 

item.

▪ Eliminates data elements and 

codes that are no longer in use.

Moved To Appendix

▪ State FIPS Codes

▪ Newly Approved Applicant

▪ Noncustodial Parents

▪ Assistance

▪ Work-Eligible Individual

▪ Adult Work Participation Activities

▪ Job Search & Job Readiness

▪ Vocational Educational Training

▪ Mini-Simplified SNAP Program
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Work-Eligible Individual Indicator
TANF Section 1 (#48) | SSP-MOE Section 1 (#41)

Old New

▪ Modified for clarity

▪ Former code #11 

(noncustodial parent) now 

under #06
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▪ Added new meaning for code

#11 (non-recipient, non-HOH,

minor parent)

▪ Collapses code #10 (SSDI) into 

#08 (with SSI, AABD)



Work Participation 
Status
TANF Section 1 (#49) | SSP-MOE Section 1 (#42)

▪ Previously asked too many questions: do they 

need to participate (at federal, state level)? 

Are they participating? Are they meeting their 

required hours? 

▪ Participation and whether an individual meets 

requirements is determined by hours 

reported, not work participation status

▪ Collapses codes 6, 8, 10-14, 18, and 19 into 

#18 (required to participate and none of the 

above options apply)

▪ Clarifies that “disabled” (#7) is an exclusion 

from two-parent rate, not an exemption and 

still included in all families rate . 

Old            New
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Work Participation 
Status (cont.)
TANF Section 1 (#49) | SSP-MOE Section 1 (#42)

Disregarded from the federal work participation

rate calculation means the TANF family is not 

included in the calculation of the work 

participation rate.

Exempt means that the individual will not be 

penalized by the state for failure to engage in 

work (i.e., the individual has a good cause 

exception); however, the TANF family is included in 

the calculation of the work participation rate. 

 

New

Simplified

Flow
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Disposition
TANF Section 1 (#09) | TANF Section 2 (#08) | SSP-MOE Section 1 (#07) | SSP-MOE Section 2 (#07)

Old New

▪ No longer reporting cases listed in error or 

not subject to data collection

▪ States should submit enough cases to have 

a sufficient sample size
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Gender
TANF Section 1 (#35, 71) | TANF Section 2 (#18) | SSP-MOE Section 1 (#31, 64) | SSP-MOE Section 2 (#17)

Old New

▪ Adds three options for expanded inclusivity

▪ Effort to accommodate states’ varied options

▪ Informed by cross-government 
recommendations: E.O. 14075 / SOGI best 
practices, National Academy of Sciences, HHS 
& ACF efforts
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https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2022/06/15/executive-order-on-advancing-equality-for-lesbian-gay-bisexual-transgender-queer-and-intersex-individuals/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/SOGI-Best-Practices.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/SOGI-Best-Practices.pdf
https://nap.nationalacademies.org/catalog/26424/measuring-sex-gender-identity-and-sexual-orientation


Subsidized Housing
TANF Section 1 (#13) | TANF Section 2 (#10) | SSP-MOE Section 1 (#11) | SSP-MOE Section 2 (#09)

Old New

▪ Simplified

▪ Allows for more types 

of subsidized housing
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Receives Subsidized Child Care 
TANF Section 1 (#17) | TANF Section 2 (#13) | SSP-MOE Section 1 (#15) | SSP-MOE Section 2 (#12)

Old New

▪ Previously a source of discrepancy 

▪ Determined by #18 (Amount of 

Subsidized Child Care)

▪ Note: incompatible with TDRS (0 = 

fatal error)

15



Other Changes

Family Affiliation
TANF Section 1 (#30, #67) | TANF Section 2 (#14) | 

SSP-MOE Section 1 (#26, #60) | SSP-MOE Section 2 (#13)

▪ Simplified and clarified language

▪ Refined for each section

• e.g., removed code for minor sibling of 
child because children who are not Head 
of Household and not recipients should 
not be reported in "Adult" section

Cooperated with Child Support
TANF Section 1 (#43) | SSP-MOE Section 1 (#39)

▪ For SSP-MOE -- Changed code for "Not 

Applicable" from 3 to 9 to match TANF
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Other Changes (cont.)

Relationship to Head-of-Household
TANF Section 1 (#38, #73) | TANF Section 2 (#21) | 

SSP-MOE Section 1 (#34, #66) | SSP-MOE Section 2 (#20)

▪ Reduces code options for simplicity

• e.g., parent/daughter/stepson grouped into 
"Other Related Person“

▪ More consistency across sections

▪ Note: new instruction for children whose family 
affiliation code is 4 (enter “00”) is incompatible 
with TDRS (i.e., fatal error)

Receives Disability Benefits
TANF Section 1 (#36, #72) | TANF Section 2 (#19) | SSP-MOE Section 1 (#32, 

#65) | SSP-MOE Section 2 (#18)

▪ Removes codes no longer in use

▪ More consistency across sections

▪ Combines two codes such that "Aid to Aged, Blind, 

and Disabled (AABD) Under Titles I, X, and XIV or 

Title XVI of the Social Security Act" is considered 

under one item only
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Instructions & Forms

https://www.acf.hhs.gov/ofa/policy-guidance/tanf-acf-pi-2023-04 
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Q&A

Send any questions and feedback to

TANFData@acf.hhs.gov

mailto:TANFData@acf.hhs.gov
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